
 

IŜƭƭƻ ŘŜŀǊ ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ¦a² 

Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿŜ 

ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ 

ǎǘǊŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǝƳŜΦ L ŀƳ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ 

ŀƭƭ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ŘƛŶŎǳƭǝŜǎ ǿŜ ŬƴŘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŜȄπ

ǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎΦ 

¦a² ƛǎ ǎǝƭƭ ƘŜǊŜΦ ²Ŝ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ Ƨǳǎπ

ǝŎŜΣ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ ²Ŝ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŘ 

ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΣ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǝƴƎ ƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ 

ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǇƻƻǊΣ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛȊŜŘΦ 

L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ƘŜŀǊǘπ

ŜƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘƻƴŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ 

ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ ²ƻƳπ

ŜƴΩǎ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎΦ CǊƻƳ /ŀƳŜǊƻƻƴ 

ǘƻ ¢ŜȄŀǎΦ CǊƻƳ !ƭŀǎƪŀ ǘƻ bƛŎŀǊŀƎǳŀΦ CǊƻƳ Iŀƛǝ ǘƻ bŜǇŀƭΦ 

!ƴŘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ !ƴƴ !ǊōƻǊΣ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǘ IƻǳǎŜ ōȅ 

ǘƘŜ {ƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƻŀŘΣ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǳǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŜǾŜǊ ƛƴ 

ǘƘƛǎ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ŎƻǾƛŘΦ 

²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ tǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ tǊŀȅ 

ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦ !ƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƪŜŜǇ ǿŀǘŎƘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ȅƻǳ 

ŀƴŘ ƳŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦ 
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Coming Events :  

¶ October 24, Saturday 

Michigan UMW Con-

ference, 9:30 -1 pm  

¶ November 14, Satur-

day, Local Unit Lead-

ership Training  
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UMW ôs Response Magazine     Sep-

tember/October 2020 
 
 

The latest response ïwith the subtitle 
ñResponding to Crisisò -- is timely, in-
spiring, and thoughtful.  It focuses on 
the many aspects of what creative 
UMW members are doing to help spirit-
ually and physically to help other during 
our current long and frightening pan-
demic. 
 

The issue begins with three messages 
from UMW leaders. Response editor 
Tara Barnes in which she states that 
that the global health crisis has shown 
that UMW members ñput faith, hope, 
and love into actionò in their work to 
support and advocate for women, chil-
dren, and youth.  UMW President 
Shannon Priddy then describes her ini-
tial feelings of isolation and feeling bet-
ter as she reached out to others though 
phone calls, texts, email and Zoom 
meetings (something that many of us at 
FUMC are grateful for!)  Finally, Harriett 
Jane Olson, our General Secretary, re-
minds us that we need to continue our 
work for racial justice.   
 

Along with awareness of the challenges 
of the pandemic, Mary Beth Coudal, a 
New York City teacher, asks us to ac-
cept the challenge that the long-term 
virus poses and take action as we can. 
 

A selection entitled ñLove Feast for a 
Time Like Thisò describes a tradition 
from early American Methodism that 
may stem from first-century Christians-- 
from Jesus and his disciples sharing 
meals together. A love feast involves 

sharing scripture, prayer, ñexhortation 
or testimonyò, songs, and sharing of 
food.  These days it may be conducted 
via Zoom or video conferencing.  Per-
haps this is something we could do lo-
cally with friends, Circle members, or 
other FUMNC groups.  Another article, 
A Virtual Tea Party In Texas, describes 
a Zoom gathering with 57 participants 
from 18 UMW units.   
    

An article telling of on-line efforts to 
communicate with young women in the 
geographically large California-Pacific 
Conference included these eye-
catching and vivid messages: ñKeep 
Calm and Pray Alwaysò and ñIf God is 
for us, who is against usò (part of Psalm 
127). The visuals set the stage for two 
different social media events that 
helped to spread information about 
UWM and give young women an oppor-
tunity to experience Godôs love and find 
support among their peers.   
 

Faith in Action Describes A Missouri 
UMW member who, after recovering 
from COVID-19, donates blood plasma, 
saying that it helps others.  She praised 
her local UMW support system for their 
support and prayers. She also encour-
ages others who have survived the vi-
rus to help others by donating plasma. 
 

In Asheville North Carolina, the 
Brookes-Howell Retirement Center is a 
home for retired missionaries and dea-
conesses. The Center is constantly up-
dating its care facilities as it receives 
information from the CDC. The Center 
is in need of funds; donations may be 
given to United Methodist Women De-
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velopment Office, 475 Riverside Drive, 
15th floor, New York, NY 10115.    
 

Of course work to combat COVID and 
to help others continues abroad. In Ma-
lawi women are partnering with UMW 
to purchase supplies and make muchï
needed masks to help in keeping peo-
ple safe. UMW helps women in central 
and southern Africa by helping to edu-
cate missionaries with their salaries. In 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
UMW is assisting soap-making efforts 
by training women to make needed 
soap and training girls to sew. A project 
in India helps to feed poor students 
and their families as well as making 
and distributing masks!   
 

More projects at home include Nome 
Alaska, where a Methodist Center pro-
vides senior programs, Boys and Girls 
Club activities, and help with home-
lessness. In Roxbury Massachusetts a 
community center was closed because 
it was not an ñessentialò business. The 
Director then directed parents of needy 
children to a feeding center and facili-
tated parents getting much-needed 
health and hygiene supplies. Beverly 
Kentucky is home to another project 
that helps needy families (about 40% 
of the County) with family and elderly 
programs, as well as emergency food 
and homework packets for those with-
out Internet service. They run a Work 
Camp with about 2400 volunteers for 
service projects such as home repair. 
Along with work with migrants and 
those seeking asylum, a Texas group 
gives physical and emotional support 
and asks for payers for their work. We 

can be truly proud of efforts such as 
these!   
 

Another article describes the work that 
deaconesses and home missioners do 
to advocate for rights of marginalized 
people such as migrants, minorities 
and members of LGBTQ, and abused 
women and children. Their pandemic 
work has included safe housing for el-
derly and immune-compromised peo-
ple, making and distributing masks, 
and providing on-line tutoring. ñNo mat-
ter where they serve, deaconesses 
and home missioners continue to fulfill 
their call to ministries of love, justice, 
and service.ò  We can be thankful for 
their work!     
 

A final article reminds us of the im-
portant ideas that we must love God 
and our neighbors as ourselves. Be-
sides helping the victims of COVID and 
the many compromised people, we 
must be concerned with maternal mo-
rality and marginal health care, espe-
cially for communities of color. We 
must ñcare for creationò and heed calls 
for renewable energy and conservation 
as well as better facilities and care for 
incarcerated people. We are chal-
lenged to continue and extend our so-
cial action work! 
 

Readers might consider sharing this 
inspiring and challenging issue with 
others who do not subscribe to re-
sponse. 

  

Jean M. Shaw 


